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Excel’s beginnings:

The 1930s saw significant church growth in the West
Midlands mainly due to evangelistic crusades held in
the majority of towns surrounding Bilston.

As God changed lives there developed a longing
amongst the believers to see their friends and
neighbours come into a living relationship with Jesus
also.

A Pentecostal Church in Bilston came into existence in
the mid-1930s through the endeavours of H.Barnes
(pastor) assisted by James Turley.? The group decided
to affiliate with Assemblies of God Great Britain in
1936.3

The following information gives a brief insight into the
church’s history and records significant moments
during its journey to the thriving church it is today.

2 James Turley pastored the church ~1940-1960
3 See page 5, Assembly & Ministerial Lists, 1936
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Since its inception, the church has been known by
three different names and has gathered to worship in

various locations.

Table showing names and locations of the church:

Church Names

Initially known as

Zion Full Gospel Assembly
followed by

Bilston Pentecostal Church
now known as

Excel Church, Bilston

Address

Wolverhampton Street
Bilston
WV14 OLT

Previous addresses
where known

1. ‘Upper room’ in J.Turley’s house in Dudley
Street*

2. Room in an office block in Prosser Street®

3. Full Gospel Assembly, Market Street®

4. 1951: building in Prosser Street

approximately on the present site of McDonalds

20" Century Bilston

4 Information from Derek Clark; his first wife, Mary, was J.Turley’s daughter.
5 Information received from Les Owen (24/2/12), a member of Bilston Pentecostal

Church in 1941

6 See below: RT Adverts 29/3/46, p8

J.E.Clark © 2025 copyright




Information about the initial church-plant:

Bilston Assembly was established in the mid-1930s and pastored
by H.Barnes.” James Turley was involved in the church-plant.
8There may have been links with the Edward Jeffreys’ Crusades
in 1930 or the church-plant in Wolverhampton.
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Excel Church Ministers:

Name Incumbency dates
Harold Barnes® Mid 1930s

James Turley ~1940 — 1960

Fred Turley 1960'° -1966 (Dec.)'
David Hindry'? 19673 - 1970
Harry's & Lillian Edgington 1970~ — 1988~
Maurice & Sylvia White 1989~ — 2006
Derek'® & Heather Dudfield 2006 (Oct) — present
Dan'” & Joy Lee 2002 — present

® See i). List of AoG Assembly & Ministerial Lists, 1936, ii). Report of Coseley
Assembly Opening: H.Barnes noted as ‘from Bilston’, RT 17/12/37.

9 Induction of F.Turley, RT 11/3/60, p14, see fig.12

"F.Turley’s resignation announced: correspondence to Mr.L.G.Owen (sec.)

1, Westfield Road, Willenhall, RT 9/12/66, p16

2 D. Hindry had been co-pastor with Ray Graham at Lichfield Assembly, RT
19/10/67, p13. D.Hindry received Probationary Ministerial Status in 1968, RT
4/7/68, p11. Announcement of a daughter ‘Ruth Karen’; congratulations from
Bilston congregants, RT 27/2/69, p6. Address: 14, Grafton Court, Olive Avenue,
Parkfields, Wolverhampton, RT 17/7/69, p7. Change of address: 9, Sudbury
Close, Wolverhampton, RT 19/2/70, p10. D.Hindry received Full Ministerial Status
in 1970. RT 7/1/71, p10

3 D.Hindry accepted the pastorate of Bilston Assembly (23/9/67), RT 15/9/67, p4
4 D.Hindry resigned the pastorate of Bilston Assembly in 1970. Correspondence
to Mr.L.G.Owen, 1 Westfield Road, Portobello RT 29/10/70, p7

' Harry Edgington received Probationary Status in 1974, see Assembly &
Ministerial Lists 1974, RT 4/7/74, p4

16 Derek Dudfield received AoG Ministerial Status in 2015. He had held Delegate
Status since 2008.

7 Dan Lee received AoG Ministerial Status in 2023.
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Notable Events & References:

In 1942, Pastor J.Turley was taken ill and Ruby Rowe, a
student at Hampstead Bible School,'® was told by Howard
Carter to take her bike and go to Bilston to help.

‘...in March 1942, | took my case and bike - left nothing at Bible
School ... and left for Bilston for 21 days. God began to move ... |
prayed for the sick - healing took place. On free days, | found the
doors open to speak in other churches.

Pastor Turley recovered and invited me to help in the Wednesbury
church. | got a Children’s work going and on Wednesdays, a Ladies
meeting. | was young and on fire for God & worked with children and
young people.’’?

(Mrs. Rowe later pastored Malmesbury AoG Church and was Beryl
Skelton’s pastor. Mrs. Rowe moved to Canada and continued to be
actively engaged in God's work — actually preaching on her 100%"
birthday. Her work on earth completed, God called her home in
2024!) See fig.16

From 2010, Bilston Assembly undertook missions to Bulgaria.
Further missional endeavours were arranged for Spain
(church group), Italy (D. & H. Dudfield), ‘Samaritans Purse’
(D. Lee), tentative exploration of working with a Swedish
church

2025 — Missional Year

Community Events

Tuesday Soup Kitchen ¢.2008

Annual Children’s Holiday Club

Christmas Grotto

Food Bank

Various events for Senior Citizens have included Lunch Club,
Dementia Singing, Welcome Cuppa’

8 Hampstead Bible School was AoG’s Bible College in London; Howard Carter
was the principal.

9 Taken from an email to the writer from R.Rowe 8" January 2012, see fig. 16
20 David and Beryl Skelton pastored AoG Assembly, Gads Lane West Bromwich
1971-1997
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Change of BuiIdings:21
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Opening of Zion Full Gospel Mission, Prosser Street, Bilston, Staffordshire
Redemption Tidings Aug. 17" 1951, p4

The building in Prosser Street was constructed from corrugated
iron and painted a distinctive Saxe blue.??

In 1987, road development in Bilston meant that the ‘tin hut’ in
Prosser Street had to be demolished. Wolverhampton Council?®
relocated the church to its present site in Wolverhampton Street.

As God blessed the church, a larger building and carpark were
needed to accommodate the growing congregation.

2 The construction of the building was the responsibility of Mr. Herbert Hodgson,
information from Derek Clark

22 Recalled by the writer.

Z Reference to planning & design of the new church, May 1987 can be found in
Wolverhampton Archives, see
http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/search/?g=bilston+pentecostal+church&c
b_submit=Search

J.E.Clark © 2025 copyright


http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/search/?q=bilston+pentecostal+church&cb_submit=Search
http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/search/?q=bilston+pentecostal+church&cb_submit=Search

Extension to Excel church

phabd Mgy,

Excel Church Building, circa 2014

In 2012, land behind the church was purchased in preparation for
the church extension.?* In 2015, the church was remodelled and
extended.?® Funding came from the congregation’s sacrificial
giving and grants from various companies.?® The church now
incorporates Bilston People’s Centre?” enabling the church to
minister to the needs of the community.

The official opening took place on April 16 2016.

2 See Express & Star, 24/9/15

% For further details see An Adventure of Faith, M.Wilkes

% A grant was received from Veolia Environmental Trust, see Express & Star
September 18" 1966, p7
http://www.veoliatrust.org/news/detail/?/2007/New+Bilston+church+community+ce
ntre+completes

2 Initially, the newly appointed Centre Manger’s position was partially financed by
Wolverhampton Wanders Football Club.
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References to Excel Church in Redemption Tidings:
Redemption Tidings was the official organ of AoG, later known as Redemption,
Joy and Re before becoming an online magazine (spring 2012 - June 2015).

Date | Page | Details

Adverts:

7/12/37 13 Mr. H.Barnes (pastor) & members of Bilston congregation
supported the opening of Coseley Mission in November 1937

28/9/45 12 (Market Street)
Visit of A.C.Wilson (Oldham)

29/3/46 12 er()\' Full Gochl Asscmhly Market Street Visit of Clifford
” gnl 27—-M Week- mqhu (ex. Fri), 7.30; Sun.
== m

30/8/46 12 Evanéellstlc Crusade. September 7th éZ”d ]
Speakers: Tom Wilson & Clifford Rees

25/4/47 12 Full Gospel Mission Market Street,
Evangelistic Campaign May 17"-29". Speaker: Bert Mitson

8/6/51 back Bilston: Opening --n-'., Zion l‘<|l‘ Gospel Pentecosta] Mission,
page Prosse r St., opposite Stonefield St., Bilston. Paslor: J
Turley., Secrafary: W. E. Osborpe

12/10/51 | back | Revival & Divine Healing Campaign.
page | Speaker: Henry Shave

7/1/55 16 Evangelistic Crusade with Tom Wilson and Gerald Rowlands

24/6/55 16 Missions Anniversary.
Speaker: W.Hacking (Blackburn)

29/6/56 16 5% Anniversary (of new building) Services.
Speaker: W.Mercy (Crosskeys)

12/10/56 16 Visit of John Wallace

19/4/57 16 Easter Convention. Speaker: Ken Harwood (Nottingham)

28/3/58 16 Second Easter Convention.
Speaker: W.Hacking (Blackburn)

4/7/58 19 Annual Mission Anniversary.
Speaker: R.J.Locke (Bristol)

11/9/59 20 Revival and Divine Healing Campaign (Prosser Street)
Speaker: Bert Mitson

14/10/60 19 Autumn Convention.
Speaker: Eric Briggs (Northern Ireland)

17/6/60 20 Church Anniversary Service.
Speaker: E.J.Thomas (Bristol)

27/1/61 19 Pastor’s first Anniversary.
Speaker: J.E.Hindmarsh (Surrey)

7/4/61 20 Visit of Donald Gee
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9/2/62 19 Bilston : Visit of Evangelist Peter Scothern, February 24th to 26th
Saturday at 7.30 p.m, and Sunday at 8 p.m. in the Congrega-
tional Church, Oxford Street. Sunday 11 a.m, and 6 p.m. in
Assembly of God, Prosser Street, Monday : Great Rally in Town
Hall at 7.30 p.m. Bring the sick. All welcome,

29/6/62 19 Anniversary Services.
Speaker: E.J.Thomas (Bristol),
Convenor: F.J.Turley
9/11/62 19 Visit of Evangelist Peter Scothern
7/12/62 19 Revival Healing Crusade led by Richard Bolt
28/6/63 19 Anniversary Services
Speaker: David Powell (Rotherham)
13/9/63 19 Second Advent Convention.
Speaker: Maynard O.James (world-travelled evangelist)
31/1/64 23 Pastor F.J.Turley’s 4" Anniversary
Speaker: T.Percy Johns (Apostolic Pastor, Bradford)
3/7/64 23 Church Anniversary Services and Revival Crusade.
Speaker: Harold Miles (Peniel Chapel London)
18/9/64 22 Convention for the Deepening of Spiritual Life.
Speaker: Maynard James (International Evangelistic)

10/6/66 22 Visit of Evangelist Alf Harley

3/3/67 20 Visit of Evangelist Alf Harley

14/8/69 13 Summer Convention.

Speaker: Ernie Crew (Bristol)
19/2/70 14 Special Weekend. Speaker: Vayne Austin (Dartford).
Baptismal service: Sunday March 15t
27/8/70 13 Special visit of E.Crew
Reports:
2/6/39 15 Congregants from Bilston Pentecostal Church attended a
‘Group Convention’ in Birmingham in June 1939
9/11/45 4 Bilston. Great Blessings were experienced at the visit of
A. C. Wilson who conducted a week's Revival
Campaign. Truly God has Blessed every meeting for we
hm‘.'e been on a rising tide from the first until the last. The
Saints moved by every message and testified how grate-
ful they were to be in Pentecost. We praise God for one
soul and backslider, others under great conviction. Also
for Divine Healing to a Brother suffering from stomach
trouble, terrible pains endured even to passing of blood.
Hands were laid upon him by Brother Wilson and God
met and delivered him. J. TurrLey.
25/10/46 6 ‘...during the visit of Tom Wilson and Clifford Rees — several
souls were won for the Lord'.
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20/6/47 10 Bilston We have enjoyed the visit for a fortnight
Bert Mitson. From the first meeting ma)
hearts were revived. Eighteen raised their hands al
we trust their hearts too. The Children's Meetin
proved quite an attraction in the week. At one meeti
many stood outside, too late to get inside, as we we
full to overflowing. We praise the Lord for the wo
done in the Assembly, also the daily wvisit to mair
homes.
21/12/51 22 Revival & Divine Healing Campaign.
Speaker: Henry Shave
5/8/53 12 Photograph of children’s Campaign (see fig.1)
15/4/55 13 Evangelistic Crusade...souls saved and saints blessed
2/5/58 15 Joint baptismal service with Wednesbury Assembly;
Pastor John Bowen assisted by J.Turley (see fig.4)
11/3/60 14 Induction Service of F.J.Turley (see fig.12)
1/4/60 14 A Night of Surprises (see fig.2)
22/7/60 15 Anniversary Month at Bilston (see fig.3)
3/8/62 16 10™ anniversary of opening of new hall in Prosser Street.
Speaker: E.J.Thomas (Bristol), solo from Jim Clemson
(Tipton) (see fig.5)
11/1/63 16 Revival Healing Crusade led by Richard Bolt (see fig.8)
16/8/63 15 Blessings at Bilston -11" Anniversary Services (see fig.6)
19/10/ 67 13 Induction Service for D.Hindry (see fig.7)
24/10/68 Cf;‘j/"e', Baptismal Service (see figs.9 & 10)
7/6/73 17 Section of Report by

F.Newcombe?® (Area News Correspondent):

Bilston Assembly enjoyed a
weekend of ministry with Ken
Harwood as Guest Speaker.

2 On leaving the pastorate of Tipton AoG, Ken & Betty Humphreys purchased
F.Newcombe’s house.
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Photographs and Reports:

Figure 1 RT 5/6/53, p15
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Figure 2 ‘ RT 1/4/60, p14
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Figure 3 RT 22/7/60, p15
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EASTER JOYS AT BILSTON

It 1 with joy and praisc to God that we report
blessings this Easter from Gods storchouse. The
ministry of the Word was given by Bro, W. Hacking
of Blackburn under the anointing of the Spirit, Al

tach meeting the

Figure 4 John Bowen (Wednesbury) & J Turley RT 2/5/58

message wias on the Resurrection,

14

ANNIVERSARY AT BILSTON, STAFFS

The 10th Anniversary services of the opening of the
present hall in Bilston was celebrated over the week-
end of July 7th-9th. The Lord’s messenger was Brother
E. J. Thomas of Bristol and his messages were such
that none could but be blessed under an evident
anointing of the Spirit upon him.

In the Saturday meeting we were challenged to
expect revival as we lived under the presence of the
Spirit of God. The Sunday services too were rrichly
blessed of the Lord. Monday’s meeting also was a
challenge to enter into the river of the blessing of
God, for there were waters to swim in. Brother Jim
Clemson of Tipton thrilled our hearts in this service
with two solos, We appreciated the support from local
Assemblies and it was good to see at the close a
number indicating their desire for a fuller life in the
Spirit of God. We praise the Lord for His blessings
over this week-end and look forward to another year
of service for Him.

Figure 5 RT 3/8/62, p16
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Fiqure 6

RT16/8/63, p15

15
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Figure 7

RT 19/10 /67, p13




Figure 8

RT 11/1/63, p16

RT 9/6/68, p12
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BAPTISMS IN BILSTON

On September 7th ot Zion Full Gospel
Church, Prosser > 8oSu'l!a:t. plglbtpw:‘, lhl‘
congregation people wi
younr:ppeople go through the waters of
baptism. It was a great thrill to see those
who had recently professed faith in Christ
taking this of obedience, and an pquui
thrill to say that some of those candidates
had recently been baptised in the Holy
Ghost. Pastor David Hindry assisted by
Pastor J, Turley baptised the t candi-
R XX
versary s min in Bi

Michael Jarvis (Youth Secretary) gave a
very timely word on “Repentance”. God's
presence was mightily felt in the midst, and
great blessing was received by all.

Figure 9 RT 24/10/68, front cover

17

Figure 10 Pastors D.Hindry & J.Turley baptising a church member

RT 24/10/68, front cover
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Leaders’ Profiles

James Turley:

18
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Figure 11 RT 19/8/76, p4
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often said, "lwnno.oodonlhephdwubm
stoked up the coke fire for my Lord with great

dexterity "
g pecemecnE 7
APPRECIATION
Mrs. M, Turley wishes 10 thank all those wheo
upheld har i pra during the oss aof ber desr
hwsbana, also far the many florol tributes and letters
received God tiess you all
Name Details
J.Tu.rley e Pastored Bilston Assembly
see figs. 44 10 e Was ‘caretaker pastor’ at Corporation Street Walsall
in 1965
F.Turley e Son of James Turley

seefigs.12& 13 | o  Change of address: 31 Dudley Street Bilston,
RT 12/10/45

e Preached at the ‘British Pentecostal Fellowship’
London area, RT 17/4/59, p19

o  Worked with Home Missions
Address: 86 Willenhall Road Bilston, RT 19/8/60, p19
Resigned the pastorate of Bilston AoG to affiliate with
the United Pentecostal Church of GB & 1.2°

FATAANSS | v e
RE ssisted 10 the work of Home Missions before he
S nl(‘mn:"::r? his nrdanchcmam mdw.coi lhenew!

¥ s - n the wor
formed aisembly at Shrewsh 'Mo? &“ﬁfark"u":'{::mm and it ek The

mh}m h&% in wh 10 meet,  This nocessitates their having to meet
s hows

i
¥
-

He writes; * Please ask readers o pray for the new assembly that they

—a - - - . A evlii.. AN

RT 17/3/50 p7

2 See http://upcgbi.org.uk/about-us/heroes-of-faith/
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Figure 12 RT 11/3/60, p14
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Figure 13 RT 14/9/62
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Name Details
David Hindry e Had been assistant pastor to R.Graham at
see fig.10 Lichfield Assembly prior to accepting the
pastorate at Bilston
Harry & Lillian e Local to Bilston & had worshipped at the
Edgington Assembly prior to their accepting the pastorate.
e Harry had been an elder.
e Ministered faithfully and successfully at the
Bilston Assembly.
e L.Edgington died in 2015
Maurice & Sylvia e Pioneered Sedgley Assembly prior to accepting
White: the pastorate of Bilston Assembly

Pastored Upper Gornal Assembly (2015- 2017)
Maurice is a pharmacist & has AoG Ministerial
Status

Maurice cared for Sylvia during an agonising
illness.

Maurice married Iris (née Middleton)®® in March
2018

Derek & Heather
Dudfield
see fig.14

Home assembly was Tipton AoG

They began worshipping at Bilston Assembly in
1990

World Christian Ministries®! trustee

Worked as a HGV driver & Heather is a Social
Worker Manager

Heather’s father, M.Wilkes, pastored Wakefield,
Tipton & Sedgley Assemblies

Derek has AoG Ministerial Status & is Zone
leader for AoG West Midlands

Dan & Joy Lee
see fig.15

Dan Lee came to Bilston Pentecostal Church
with the Pais®? Project in 1998

Appointed Youth Pastor in 2000

Joined leadership team in 2006

Ministers in local schools

Dan received AoG Ministerial Status in 2023
Associate pastor 2024

Joy leads G Force & various admin. roles

%0 Irig’ father, William Middleton, pastored Coseley AoG Church (1955-1968), see
Pentecost in the Black Country, J.E.Clark p74 ff.

31 http://wem.org.uk.websitebuilder.prositehosting.co.uk/about-us

32 The Pais Project was founded by Paul Gibbs in 1992, see
http://paismovement.com/about/
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Dek & Heather Dudfield 2015 Dan & Joy Lee, 2015
Figure 14 They have two daughters, Alicia and Lillian
Figure 15

Mrs. Ruby Rowe, see page 3

| . H. Agar (Cirencester), J. Caines (Bristol), D. Barton (Stonehouse). T. Jones (Swindon),
EN mﬂ;gw (Mrimubury). 1. Wreyford (Bristol), A. Rowe (Malmesbury), D. Bean (Bristol),
| €. Wyatt {Dorchester).

i Sitting: E. Thomay (Bristol), A. Mirchell (Bristol), E. Fletcher (Wcslon-supcr-Mar.c. Youth
Secretary), 4. F. Missen (Bristol, Chairman), R. J. Locke (Bristol, Secretary), L. Smith (Cam,

| Missionary Seccretary), W, Newron (Dorchester).
L L 2 i
Figure 16 West of England District Council 1959 (Mrs. Rowe centre)

RT 8/1/59, front cover
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Ministries emanating from Excel Church Bilston:

Jane & Paul Pearson accepted the pastored Kingswinford
Christian Fellowship and later Brierley Hill Assembly
Steve & Andrea Buckland, and Bob & Jackie Campbell
followed God'’s leading and moved to Bulgaria.

Kurt & Ann Francis moved to Radley Manchester

Sylvia & Derek Fellows left in 1999 to start Keyway
Christian Fellowship in Willenhall which later merged with
Darlaston AoG Church to become Keyway Pentecostal
Church?3

Joe Clark left in 2002 and, as one of three senior
leadership-elders, pastors the Church at Junction 10,
Walsall

33 See http://keywaychristianfellowship.co.uk/#/about-us/4536424693
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